Heinrich #1   at 2011 Shannons HQ Nationals.
The weekend of 20th /21st of August saw the running of the HQ Nationals at Mallala Motorsport Park in South Australia. There were a total of 48 entries from all around Australia including the best drivers from most states.

With such a large field, the meeting ran the recognised HQ Nationals format, which involves three split heats for each competitor, a ten lap repechage to determine the second twenty cars, and a 20 lap final for the full Mallala grid of forty. Plenty of laps for a moderate entry fee of $325.

Racing is the major part of any event, however as a bonus the organisers treated the teams, to a scrumptious BBQ on the Saturday night and a visit to Clem Smith’s amazing private car museum later in the evening. All drivers received a commemorative shirt and cap and those who attended the presentation were given a bottle of wine and an event key ring.

The meeting ran like clockwork thanks to the Sporting Car Club of SA and  the officials who attended the weekend. There were close dices through the fields and save for one major accident there was only minimal body damage, a testament to the driving skills of the competitors.

Even before the racing had begun, Gary Bonwick, twice National Champion said that it would be the hardest fought Nats that he had attended. Gary’s prediction proved accurate and as the heats progressed it was evident that the winner could be any one of ten drivers.
By the end of the heats, Corey, Heinrich and Wood had been heat winners, with King, Porteous, Bonwick, Crouch and Raatjes all performing well.

The Nationals were run in conjunction with round three of the SA State race Championships so our final was scheduled for the last race of the day.

In the first few laps it was a tussle between Heinrich, Corey, Wood, Porteous with Crouch lurking, Raatjes dropped out with a puncture early in the race. Porteous had a brake booster failure on lap 10 and Wood took the lead shortly after. As the race went on Heinrich had no answer to the Victorian and Corey in third with a slipping clutch fought hard to keep Crouch at bay.
Crouch had a moment with only a couple to go giving fourth to Bonwick and fifth to King.

That is how they crossed the line...1st Wood 2nd Heinrich, 3rd Corey, 4th Bonwick and 5th King.

The Hard Charger Award went to SA junior Scott Goding who also c/-HQ Supporter David Amor, collected a terrific Starter / Charger pack
Eligibility checks later revealed that Wood had an illegal cylinder head and the results have subsequently been revised, handing the crown to Bruce Heinrich and everyone else moving up a spot.
Huge thanks to the our amazing sponsors, Shannons, Penrite Oils, U Pull It, Brits / Maui, Tenafeate Creek Wines, Ranga Red Ale, Central Towing, Bridge Model Cars and Autosport, you guys are brilliant. What about Frostie & Blowey on the BBQ!....... Ex HQers & great blokes.
Don’t forget, help the people who help us, and if you can use their products...Just Do It
