Shannons Round 2 Mallala…HQ Report
Round Three of the 2011 S.A. HQ Driver of the Year

Perfect weather conditions, and fresh rubber on the track from the V8s and Sports sedans, provided for excellent racing, fast times and a new lap record for our class. We were a late inclusion on the programme but were pleased to get extra run for 2011….thanks to Rob Curkpatrick.
The “Peter Pan” of HQ Racing, Neil Corey, dusted off his car, not used since December, fitted new pads and on the fifth lap of Qualifying, put it on pole. How does he do it?

Dasher Crouch was second and Heinrich 3rd all were in the 28s.

Race one was held at 2.40pm and while the air was still cool, the track had warmed considerably and by now had a nice coating of rubber. These conditions saw personal best lap times for most drivers and there were smiles all round. Well the red lights went out and by turn two it was Corey who was in the lead from Crouch, Heinrich and Boulter. On the second lap however there was a big change to that order when Dasher’s gearbox, under great duress, refused to select anything but second.
Further back Jones was just ahead of Mason with  a battle was raging between Munn, Bond, Bobridge and Bradley. As the race progressed the front three had pulled away and the next group had settled to find Mason clear of Jones and Bondy the best of the rest. A good close race with no damage to speak of.
1st Corey, 2nd Heinrich, 3rd Boulter.

With sleep rubbed from our eyes on Sunday morning, HQs were first category up, and the question was, “could Crouch get through to the front from ROF in a six lapper.” For the first couple of laps, Boulter managed to stay in touch with Corey and Heinrich, but was slowly but  magnetically (via the rear view mirror)  drawn back to Mace who was on the charge. On the final lap Mace squeezed past Boulter with team mate Crouch in tow. Jones was a little way back, with “shaken not stirred” Bond, leading Bradley, Bobridge and Goding to the chequered flag.
Somehow,  but not surprisingly, Corey set a new lap record of 1-28.0356 in the process, and all but the last three cars were in the 30s. Good conditions but also good driving by all.
1st Corey, 2nd Heinrich, 3rd Mason.

Race three was run with a new grid format, which some members saw as questionable, achieved by  reversing the first, then the second half of the previous race’s results. Corey Bradley and Bond were on the front row but Boulter got through quickly and led for the first five of the eight laps with  much pressure from Crouch. Corey eventually caught these two and took the lead. Soon after on lap seven, Heinrich got into the act, threatened a  passing move, but in the melee, ran off at the Northern Hairpin.
Mason made steady progress into 4th,  place but was unfortunately ejected by Jones on the final lap, in a braking move that went horribly wrong. Mace was not amused. On Jones’s tail, Johnny Munn drove well for a credible 6th place ahead of a fast finishing Denny Couprie and a consistent Bond, in only his third outing. Muscles Bobridge held off a persistent young Goding and behind, Big Al beat Phil Smith.
1st Corey, 2nd Crouch, 3rd Boulter.

Race four, the final, gridded on points accrued from the previous three races ,had 50% more points up for grabs, and was set to be a thriller. Both Mason and Crouch had, to this point achieved results below their expectations, so were definitely looking for something extra. Heinrich took the lead early on, but succumbed to Corey on lap two. Behind them Boulter was in hot pursuit hoping for an opportunity to top up series points and Crouch was steadily chipping away. On lap six Corey gave way to Heinrich and Dasher overcame the aged  Boulter. Behind this foursome Mason was again battling with Jones, while Bradley held sway over the  pair of Munn and Bond, under close attention from Bobridge, Couprie and Nicolo.
In a rare mistake, our HQ Princess, Sarah Mitchell parked her car at ninety degrees to the pit wall, which moved the officials to bring the competition to an end two laps before intended. Fortunately no serious damage was done. In a fitting coincidence both Corey and Heinrich’s fastest lap times were identical and the lean, mean  Dasher Crouch was quickest.

1st Heinrich, 2nd Corey, 3rd Crouch.

The sponsors of the newly formed team, Autosell, Stirling and Bill Draffen were very pleased with the day’s results. The Officials as usual assured that the meeting went as smooth as clockwork, and our Scrutineer for the day Alex Stam presided with her usual flair. Thanks team, we would be lost without out you.

Our next meeting, Round Two of the State Racing Championships, is Scheduled for June 4th and 5th
The AGM for the HQ Racing Register of SA will be held on July 20th.

