Unbelievable win as South Australians blitz Winton 4 Hour
Five teams from South Australia ventured across the border to the country Winton circuit for the annual Ken Leigh HQ 4 Hour Enduro Classic. This year’s pairings were Corey / Heinrich, Porteous / King, Holmes / Lovell, Schultz / Nicolo and the father son team of Graham and Matt Boulter.

A new aside to the event was a father son award “ Family Feud” and separate sprint race on Saturday morning, which attracted nine families.

In the first practice Friday morning it all went pear shaped for 4 times winners Corey and Heinrich when ex National Saloon Car Champion Heinrich broke an axle and rolled the car twice in the esses. Corey’s car, which to be fair, is not known for it’s Show & Shine qualities was a wreck. It appeared that their weekend was over before it started.
Not so. Back in the garage, while all of the other teams were practicing, bedding  brakes etc the boys with the assistance of many others in particular the Victorians pieced the #8 car back together. Corey in his usual style laughed and joked the day through, the end result was an ugly mess but it was a very rough example of a HQ race car, wheel aligned and ready to go.
Saturday qualifying saw the same car on pole next to previous winners Porteous and King. Saturdays 2 hour leg was done and run without too much drama. Corey / Heinrich, Porteous / King and Holmes / Lovell filled the first three spots in that order. Schultz / Nicola 7th and the Boulters, 10 seconds behind in 8th and also the first father son team home. Everyone from S.A. was happy and a couple were quite relieved. There was a lot of work that went on behind the scenes to get these results
Sunday morning, the sun was shining and the birds were tweeting. The warm up went well and all looked good for the Croweaters. One feature of this event is that the second leg is lined up as the cars crossed the line on the previous day. This meant that King starting in 16th spot had a contract to get through the field early to tag onto the leaders. All of the S.A. boys started well and all looked “rosy” until Boulter Snr. popped a bottom ball joint on lap four. As the race progressed #10 was repaired with enough time to give Matt 26 laps of racing

Final results for S.A. were Corey / Heinrich 1st, Porteous / King 2nd, Holmes / Lovell 3rd and in a great effort as a first timer Andrew Schulz and co driver Dino 7th. A terrific effort from Holmes and Lovell in a car that had not been raced for a good many years.
Again it was the wheel changing of Steve and Col Holmes that helped make these results possible.

Ken Leigh Winton 4 Hour veterans Fitzgerald and Whyte were the first Victorians home

Returning to Adelaide on the Monday the Boulters ran out of gas in the dedicated gas Falcon ute. This required a tow from Heinrich who already had Corey’s car and trailer behind the Patrol. Let’s say 36km @ 85kph with a very short tow rope, no vision, no power steer or brakes provided the old bloke with excitement he didn’t need.

Come on Winton 2010.

